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INTRODUCTION 

This  r e p o r t  i s  in tended  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

h i s t o r y  of t h e  S t e n t o n  Mansion p r i v y .  

The ou thouse  i s  a  p a r t  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  mansion complex. 

Though a  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  p r i v y ' s  p h y s i c a l  f a b r i c  g i v e s  u s  

a d d i t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  t h a t  expands our  unders tand ing  of t h e  

u s e  of t h e  mansion by t h e  Logan fami ly  and s u g g e s t s  miss ing  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  main house and t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  The 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  c o u r t y a r d  and t h e  o t h e r  su r round ing  y a r d s  

have been th rough  numerous t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  Archaeologica l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have uncovered founda t ion  w a l l s  n o r t h  of t h e  

p r i v y  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  The a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p r i v y  t h e r e -  

f o r e  becomes s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  course  of subse-  

quent  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  which may indeed  c l a r i f y  t h e  e a r l y  

h i s t o r y  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  complex and i t s  landscape .  

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i v y  and t h e  

a l t e r a t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  not  o n l y  

i n  an a t t empt  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n  t h e  e a r l y  u s e  of t h e  S t e n t o n  

complex, b u t  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  p r i v y  

i t s e l f .  A s  a  remaining p a r t  of t h e  complex, t h e  p r i v y  p l a y s  a  

v a l u a b l e  r o l e  t h a t  shou ld  not  be d i smissed .  I ts  r e s t o r a t i o n  

would p rov ide  y e t  a n o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  t o  t h i s  magn i f i cen t  

American landmark. 



I .  E x i s t i n g  Condi t ions  

The P r i v y  P i t  

The p i t  of t h e  p r i v y  was a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

by D r .  Barbara  L i g g e t t  i n  1983. The d r y - l a i d  s t o n e  e n c l o s u r e  

was excavated  and found t o  be approximate ly  1 8  f e e t  deep. A f t e r  

t h e  p i t  c o n t e n t s  were ana lyzed  and t h e  f e a t u r e s  e x t r a c t e d ,  t h e  

h o l e  was b a c k f i l l e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  s o i l  s u r f a c e  i n  t h e ' p i t  7 f e e t  

below grade .  Drawing 1 r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s t o n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

p l a n  a t  l e v e l s  more t h a n  4 f e e t  below e x i s t i n g  grade .  The p i t  

opening measures an  average  of 75 i n c h e s  i n  d iamete r .  

Although appear ing  t o  be  uniform i n  p l a n  a t  e l e v a t i o n s  

minus 4 f e e t  and below, a  b r i c k  v a u l t  i n  t h e  upper 4 f e e t  of  t h e  

p i t  spans  t h e  opening capping o f f  approximate ly  h a l f  of i t .  

Drawing 2 shows a  cutaway view of t h e  v a u l t  over  t h e  p i t .  A 

hewn bow-shaped beam and c e d a r  p lanks  were i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  c y l i n d e r  t o  

p r o v i d e  formwork f o r  t h e  b r i c k  v a u l t  t o  be  l a i d  above ( s e e  

Photographs  1 and 2 ) .  The c h a l k  rubb ing  on t h e  underneath  s i d e  

of one of  t h e  c e d a r  p l a n k s  d i s p l a y s  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of a  sash-  

sawn m i l l i n g  p r o c e s s .  



STENTON P R ~ V Y  

T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  p r i v y  p i t ' s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  l e v e l s  more than  
f o u r  f e e t  below grade .  

Drawing 1 
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T h i s  cutaway p l a n  shows t h e  v a u l t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  3 f e e t  below g r a d e .  
The v a u l t  c l o s e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
one-ha l f  of  t h e  p i t  open ing .  

Drawing 2 



Pho tog raph  1 

Bow-shaped Hewn Beam Pocke ted  i n t o  t h e  P i t ' s  Stonework 

Photo  

Cedar 

g r a p h  2 

P l a n k  Formwork 



The P r i v y  Foundation Wal ls  (Drawing 3 )  

The s o u t h e a s t  and n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r s  of  t h e  p r i v y ' s  founda- 

t i o n  a r e  v i s i b l e  above g rade .  The stonework of t h e  n o r t h  and 

e a s t  and t h e  s o u t h  and east is  i n t e g r a l  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  where t h e  

founda t ion  w a l l s  meet (Photograph 3 ) .  I t  a p p e a r s ,  above g r a d e ,  

t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  and t h e  b r i c k  w a l l s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a  

s i n g l e  phase.  A f t e r  reviewing a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d s  of  t h e  

p r i v y  and doing some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  c o n d i t i o n s  

of  o u r  own, t h e  founda t ion  system d i s c o v e r e d  was more compl ica ted  

t h a n  sugges ted  above.  

I n  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  e a s t  founda t ion  

was d i scovered  t o  b e  p a r t  of  a  con t inuous  founda t ion  w a l l  

sys tem ex tend ing  i n t o  t h e  f o r e y a r d  of  t h e  main house. I n  our  

s t u d y  of t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  founda t ion  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  nor thwest  

c o r n e r ,  a  s t o n e  w a l l  was d i scovered  approximate ly  16" below 

g r a d e ,  s e r v i n g  a s  p a r t  of t h e  p r i v y ' s  n o r t h  w a l l  founda t ion  and 

c o n t i n u i n g  west toward t h e  main house (Photograph 4 ) .  The two 

lower founda t ion  w a l l s  a p p a r e n t l y  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  same e a r l i e r  

w a l l ;  whether t h i s  was a  garden o r  b u i l d i n g  founda t ion  w a l l  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  b u t  because  of t h e  d e p t h  of t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  below 

g r a d e ,  w e  do know t h e  g rade  l e v e l  was approximate ly  16  i n c h e s  

lower .  The b r i c k  wa te r  t a b l e  on t h e  p r i v y ' s  west and s o u t h  w a l l s  

s t o p s  a t  e x i s t i n g  g rade  which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l s  were b u i l t  

a f t e r  t h e  ground l e v e l  had been i n c r e a s e d  over  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t o n e  

w a l l s .  The lower w a l l  must t h e r e f o r e  have o r i g i n a l l y  s e r v e d  

a s  an o l d  b u i l d i n g  w a l l  o r  garden w a l l  founda t ion  and l a t e r ,  some 



STENTON P R ~ V Y  * 

A. INT24itATirO FDLlNDATlbkl L J A i L i  
6. PRIVY' POUNDATION WALL 
C. RIIbBL,C Od T O P O ?  VAULT 
D. +TorJe L I ~ T ~ L  
E. b6iLk 4 A R Q b r i  k A L L  FbUdDATlDd 

T h i s  p l a n  d e p i c t s  t h e  s t o n e  founda- 
t i o n  of t h e  p r i v y  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  t h e  p i t  and a s s o c i a t e d  founda t ion  
w a l l s .  

Drawing 3 
I 





t ime a f t e r  t h e  w a l l  above was removed been used a s  t h e  b a s e  f o r  t h e  

p r i v y ' s  n o r t h  and e a s t  founda t ion  w a l l s .  Archaeo log ica l  r e s e a r c h  

completed i n  1983 by D r .  L i g g e t t  i n d i c a t e d  p r e v i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  o r  

garden w a l l s  were l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t  boundary of t h e  c o u r t y a r d  

(Drawing 4 ) .  Reed Engle ,  i n  t h e  S t e n t o n  Mansion H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  

Repor t ,  r ecorded  t h e  cor respond ing  founda t ion  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  

t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  p i a z z a  i n  s e c t i o n  and p l a n  (Drawings 

5 and 6 ) .  When t h e  p r i v y  founda t ion  w a l l s  a r e  compared t h e  e a r l y  

s t o n e  w a l l  under  t h e  p r i v y  c l o s e l y  matches t h e  e a r l i e s t  under  t h e  

p i a z z a  founda t ion  i n  e l e v a t i o n  and a l ignment .  The p r i v y ' s  upper 

founda t ion  w a l l s  correspond i n  e l e v a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

p i a z z a  pav ing  a r e a .  One might t h i n k  t h e  g rade  around t h e  p r i v y  

would have been i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  above t h e  p i a z z a  g r a d e  

l e v e l  when t h e  p i t  was dug, i n v a l i d a t i n g  t h e  comparison between $he 

l a t t e r .  Although t h i s  is a p o s s i b i l t t y ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s l o p e  of 

t h e  l a n d  would have not  o n l y  been awkward i n  appearance b u t  d r a i n e d  

t h e  ya rd  toward t h e  house. The placement of t h e  e x c e s s  d i r t  was 

more l i k e l y  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  c r e a t e  b o t h  an even grade  

i n  what was probably  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  a  garden and a long  

t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  and from t h e  house. T h i s  would then  

e x p l a i n  some of  t h e  r i s e  i n  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  p i a z z a .  

From t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  p i t  t h e  o v e r l a p  of t h e  p r i v y ' s  

founda t ion  and t h e  p i t  was de termined.  The p i t  is  not  c e n t e r e d  

underneath  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s h e l l  from n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  s o  t h e  bench 

above may b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  and c e n t e r e d  over  t h e  p i t .  

A s c h i s t  l i n t e l  s u p p o r t s  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  where t h e  w a l l  overhangs  

t h e  p i t .  The p i t  is  not  c e n t e r e d  under t h e  s h e l t e r  from e a s t  t o  



Drawing 4 

Taken from S t e n t o n  Mansion A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  

Summary Drawing. I n f o r m a t i o n  based  on f i e l d  

n o t e s .  C o u r t e s y  of  D r .  B a r b a r a  L i g g e t t .  



w e s t .  The p r i v y  f o u n d a t i o n s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  s h i f t e d  e a s t  of  

c e n t e r  he re .  Although t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is no t  pure  geometr i-  

c a l l y ,  it would n o t  p reven t  t h e  p o s i t i o n i n g  of bench openings  

a l l  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l .  

Illustration #8 Scale: 1/2"  = 1'=0" 

Section through piazza north of east (north elevation) door. 

Drawing 5 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  Taken from t h e  
S ten ton  Mansion I l i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Report 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  e a r l y  
b u i l d i n g  which a p p e a r s  i n  grade  e l e v a t i o n  and a l i g n -  
ment t o  be t h e  same a s  t h e  founda t ion  b a s e  found 
under t h e  p r i v y ' s  n o r t h  w a l l .  



Illustration 1/58 Plan of Piazza Foundations 

The foundations of the piazza and the original building beyond the north- 
west corner of the house indicate that the foundation was built after 1771, and 
probably after 1794. It is doubtful that the section of the foundation marked 
with a star could have been built had the wing existed for it would serve no 
structural purpose. The wing piazza foundation abuts the foundation of the house 
porch. 

Drawing 6 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  Taken from t h e  S t e n t o n  Mansion H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Repor t  



The B u i l d i n g  S h e l l  

The p r i v y ' s  s h e l l  is  c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k .  The South and 

west e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  a  wa te r  t a b l e ,  

and t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  w a l l s  a r e  i n  common bond wi thout  one. 

The s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n  is  t h e  o n l y  w a l l  t h a t  shows a  t r u e  

c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  bond wi thou t  b r e a k s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  (Photo- 

graph 5 ) .  T h i s  e l e v a t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  l e a s t  s u s p e c t  of  a l t e r a t i o n  

s i n c e  i ts  o r i g i n a l  e r e c t i o n .  

The w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  a l s o  has  a  wa te r  t a b l e  base  and t h e  

same more formal  Flemish bond. The water  t a b l e  is made up of a  

s i n g l e  t h i c k n e s s  of b r i c k ,  f o u r  c o u r s e s  w i t h  a  semi-round cap.  It 

matches t h a t  of t h e  s o u t h ,  s i m i l a r l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  w a l l  

br ickwork.  Photograph 6 ,  however, shows an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  o r i g i -  

n a l l y  it was o n l y  con t inued  w i t h i n  3 i n c h e s  of t h e  nor thwest  co rne r  

and f i n i s h e d  o f f  l a t e r .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  p o s t  

o r i g i n a l l y  b u t t i n g  t h e  c o r n e r .  The Flemish bond, though i t  pre-  

dominates ,  is l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  e n t r y  on 

t h e  w e s t  w a l l ,  changing t o  common bond on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of  t h e  door 

jamb and w i t h i n  t h e  g a b l e  (Photograph 7 ) .  Although t h e  bonds 

change t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  sugges t  these two bonds were l a i d  

d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  i n  a l l  but  t h e  upper p a r t  of t h e  g a b l e .  

The wid th  of t h e  brickwork from door jamb t o  nor thwest  c o r n e r  

l i m i t s  t h e  u s e  of a  Flemish bond. None of t h e  b r i c k s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

l e f t  jamb appear  t o  be c u t .  The brickwork a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

door ' j amb no t  o n l y  shows no s i g n  of be ing  roughly  c u t  bu t  u t i l i z e s  

queen c l o s u r e s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a t t e r n  a t  t h e  s o u t h  c o r n e r  of t h i s  

e l e v a t i o n  and a t  bo th  c o r n e r s  of t h e  model s o u t h  w a l l .  The b r i c k  

-13- 



Pho tog raph  5 South  E l e v a t i o n  

Photograph  6 

Northwest  Corne r  showing 
w a t e r  t a b l e  b a s e  where 
t h e  b r i c k  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
s u g g e s t s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  
l a s t  t h r e e  i n c h e s  were 
l e f t  u n f i n i s h e d  and l a t e r  
pa t ched  t o  match .  



Pho tog raph  7 

West E l e v a t i o n  

courseworlc i s  n o t  l a i d  e v e n l y  on t h e  two s i d e s  of  t h e  doorway. 

T h i s  c o u l d  have o c c u r r e d  o n l y  because  t h e  two s e c t i o n s  w e r e  i n i -  

t i a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  by  an  o p e n i n g ,  a l l o w i n g  t h i s  m i s c a l c u l a t i o n .  

The common bond i n  t h e  g a b l e  is  t h e  most consp icuous  change i n  

b r i c k  p a t t e r n s  of  t h e  two i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .  I n  t h e  upper  g a b l e ,  

w a l l  t h i c k n e s s  na r rows  from two wythes  t o  a  s i n g l e  wythe (Photo-  

g r a p h  8 ) .  T h i s  c o n d i t i o n  o c c u r s  i n  b o t h  u p p e r  g a b l e s .  The 

b r i ckwork  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  s l i g h t l y  p r o t r u d e s  a t  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  

o f  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n .  Mor ta r  a n a l y s i s  t a k e n  above  and below i n d i c a t e s  

t h e  two s e c t i o n s  w e r e  s e p a r a t e l y  c o n s t r u c t e d .  I f  i n  f a c t  t h i s  

uppe r  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  g a b l e  was once  l e f t  open f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  a  



Photograph 8 

West Gable Viewed from t h e  A t t i c  Space 

wood l o u v e r  could  have been l o c a t e d  h e r e  o r  perhaps  t h e  e n t i r e  

g a b l e  was hidden behind a c l apboard  pediment o r  l a t t i c e w o r k  

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  g a b l e  e a v e s .  T h i s  would have al lowed 

f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  and hidden t h e  common-laid brickwork i n  t h e  

g a b l e .  

I f  t h e  opening f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  was hidden i n  t h i s  manner 

on t h e  w e s t ,  i t  was p o t e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  on t h e  e a s t .  Because t h e  

e a s t  was a p p a r e n t l y  a  less impor tant  e l e v a t i o n  (Photograph 9 ) ,  t h e  

opening would have been more l i k e l y  l e f t  unhidden.  The o r d e r l y  l a i d  

b r i c k  f raming t h e  window on t h i s  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  it was 

a  p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  w a l l  f a b r i c .  Again t h e  u s e  of common bond 

would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  was l e s s  impor tant  t h a n  t h e  

west and s o u t h ,  both  of which must have p layed  a more d i r e c t  

v i s u a l  r o l e  a t  t h e  t ime  of b u i l d i n g .  

The n o r t h  w a l l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  evidence  of 

a l t e r a t i o n s  (Photograph 1 0 ) .  Below t h e  r i g h t  jamb of t h e  window a 

-16- 



Photograph 9 

Eas t  E l e v a t i o n  

Photograph 10 North E l e v a t i o n  



seam is  v i s i b l e  between s e c t i o n s  of t h e  brickwork (Photograph 1 1 ) .  

T h i s  seam c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n t e r i o r  f l o o r  l e v e l .  On t h e  l e f t  jamb 

of t h e  e x i s t i n g  door t h e  b r i c k s  have been c u t  i n  p l a c e  t o  a l l o w  

f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  doorway (Photograph 1 2 ) .  The o r i g i n a l  opening 

must have been i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  

jamb a t  t h e  seam. When t h e  door  was moved t o  t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  

brickwork was c u t  o u t ,  and t h e  o l d  door subsequen t ly  f i l l e d  i n .  

Photograph 11 North E l e v a t i o n  Photograph 12 North E l e v a t i o n  

Seam Below Right  Jamb of Window C u t  B r i c k s  Ad jacen t  t o  L e f t  
Door Jamb 
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I n t e r i o r  Wood Framing, F l o o r s ,  P a r t i t i o n ,  Wal l ,  and C e i l i n g  

The e x i s t i n g  f l o o r  s t r u c t u r e  is composed of 3" x 5" 

j o i s t s  above t h e  p i t  v a u l t  and 3  l a y e r s  of f l o o r i n g .  The c e i l i n g  

and roof f raming s t r u c t u r e  is of 3" x 4":s. The p a r t i t i o n  is  a  

s t u d  w a l l  composed of f i v e  34" x  3*"s, f i n i s h e d  w i t h  p l a s t e r  and 

l a t h ,  l i k e  t h e  c e i l i n g .  The f l o o r  j o i s t s  span e a s t  t o  west 

(Drawing 7)) and a r e  no t  pocketed i n t o  t h e  brickwork a t  t h e i r  ends 

bu t  rest on t h e  t o p  of t h e  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s .  They a r e  sash-sawn 

(Photograph 1 3 ) )  and a r e  spaced approximate ly  1 ' -6" on c e n t e r s .  

The lower l a y e r  of f l o o r i n g  is of 1" x 7" tongue and groove 

boards  (Drawing 8 ) .  These f l o o r b o a r d s  make up a  con t inuous  d i a -  

phragm spanning over  4 j o i s t s ,  from t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  

edge of  t h e  opening over  t h e  p i t .  T h i s  f l o o r  meets  t h e  b r i c k  

w a l l  a long  i t s  e a s t ,  w e s t ,  and n o r t h  edges .  The i n d i v i d u a l  f l o o r -  

boards  i n t e r l o c k  i n  an unusual  p a t t e r n  (Photograph 1 4 ) .  Every 

o t h e r  board h a s  two tongues  w i t h  boards  between t h a t  a r e  grooved 

on bo th  s i d e s .  

The p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  was added on t o p  of t h e  f i r s t  l a y e r  o f  

tongue and groove f l o o r i n g ,  d i v i d i n g  t h e  space  i n t o  two rooms 

(Drawing 9 ) .  No b a s e p l a t e  was used.  The s t u d s  were n a i l e d  d i r e c t l y  

t o  t h e  f l o o r .  N a i l  samples t aken  from t h e s e  connec t ions  a r e  of t h e  

c u t  n a i l  t y p e  used i n  t h e  e a r l y  1800s .  The n o r t h  and s o u t h  s t u d s  

a r e  t i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  b r i c k  s h e l l  w i t h  no p l a s t e r  between them and 

t h e  b r i c k  (Photograph 1 5 ) .  P l a s t ' e r  and l a t h  was used f o r  f i n i s h  

on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of a  r e c t a n g u l a r  

space  l e f t  i n  t h e  lower s o u t h  c o r n e r  of t h e  p a r t i t i o n  and t h e  
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T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  s t a r t  of b r i c k  
w a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f l o o r  suppor t  
sys tem j u s t  above ground l e v e l .  
Note f l o o r  j o i s t s  a r e  suspended* '  
above t h e  v a u l t  of t h e  p i t .  

Drawing 7 



STENTON PR ivy  

T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of 
t h e  f i r s t  of  two l a y e r s  of  f l o o r i n g .  

Drawing 8 
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This  drawing shows t h e  p a r t i t i o n  
w a l l  p l a s t e r  and baseboards .  
A l l  were i n t r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  t h ~ ,  
second l e v e l  of tongue and 
groove f l o o r i n g .  

Drawing 9 



Pho tog raph  1 3  Sash  Sawn F l o o r  J o i s t  

Pho tog raph  14 

V i e w  o f  Tongue and 
Groove F l o o r i n g  

Photograph  15 

The P l a s t e r  on t h e  South  B r i c k  Wall 
3nds  where t h e  Wood P a r t i t i o n  Wall  
I n t e r s e c t s  



lower s o u t h  w a l l  s u r f a c e  (Drawing 1 0 ) .  These a r e a s  have been 

p l a s t e r e d  l a t e r ,  b u t  t h e  p l a s t e r w o r k  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  was done 

d u r i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  phase  (Photograph 1 6 ) .  Behind t h e  pa tched  

s p a c e  a c i r c u l a r  sawn s t u d  was used  a s  a n a i l e r  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  

l a t h  (Photograph 1 7 ) .  The c e i l i n g  and b r i c k  w a l l s  must have been 

p l a s t e r e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and f i n i s h i n g  of 

t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l .  The l a t h  used is  b o t h  c i r c u l a r  s m a l l  sweep 

and s a s h  sawn ( t h e  former is t y p i c a l  of  t h e  1830s and 1840s ) .  

La th  n a i l  samples t aken  a r e  of t h e  c u t  n a i l  t y p e  used i n  t h e  f i r s t  

h a l f  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Baseboards were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  

d u r i n g  t h i s  s t a g e  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  set i n t o  t h e  p l a s t e r .  Baseboard 

n a i l s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h o s e  used  around 1840. The base- 

boards  o r i g i n a l l y  were in t roduced  a l o n g  a l l  t h e  edges  of t h e  f l o o r  

excep t  where t h e  bench was b u i l t  above t h e  p i t  opening.  There 

a r e  matching baseboards  e x i s t i n g  o v e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  bu t  

t h e y  were added l a t e r  s i n c e  t h e y  b u t t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a t  t h e  f l o o r ' s  

edge.  

The second l a y e r  of f l o o r i n g  i s  a 1" x 3" tongue and groove 

sys tem (Drawing 1 1 ) .  These boards  form a s u r f a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  

baseboards  over  t h e  f i r s t  l a y e r ,  and c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  e a s t  compart- 

ment t o  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p i t  i n  t h i s  

room. 

The t h i r d  l a y e r  of  f l o o r i n g  was a p p a r e n t l y  added i n  t h e  

l a r g e r  west compartment t o  c l o s e  o f f  t h e  p i t  when t h e  p r i v y  was no 

l o n g e r  used a s  a t o i l e t  f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  l a y e r  is  plywood. D r .  

L i g g e t t  removed t h e  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  f l o o r i n g  over  t h e  p i t  t o  ga in  

a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s p a c e  below. A l a y e r  of plywood s t i l l  c o v e r s  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  i n  t h i s  compartment. 
-2;4 - 
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Pho tog raph  1 6  

The P l a s t e r w o r k  I n d i c a t e s  
Two P h a s e s  of A p p l i c a t i o n  

Pho tog raph  17 

C i r c u l a r  La rge  
N a i l e r  f o r  La th  
P a t c h  t h e  Hole  

Sweep- 
Used 
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T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  second l a y e r  of 
tongue and groove f l o o r i n g ,  w i t h  
baseboards  and p l a s t e r  added t o  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  open f l o o r  and unf in is l ied  
a r e a .  

Drawing 11 



The a t t i c  f r a m i n g  members, b o t h  j o i s t s  and r a f t e r s ,  a r e  

s a s h  sawn 3" x  4" s  (Drawings 12  and  1 3 ) .  The j o i s t s  span  

between t h e  t o p  of  t h e  s o u t h  and  n o r t h  w a l l s .  An e x t r a  j o i s t  t i e s  

t h e  no tched  t o p s  of  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  s t u d s  (Pho tog raph  1 8 ) .  The 

r a f t e r s  a r e  p o s i t i o n e d  above t h e  j o i s t s .  They a r e  pegged a t  t h e  

peak  and n a i l e d  t o  t h e  3" x 4" s i l l  p l a t e s  r e s t i n g  on t h e  t o p  

o f  t h e  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  b r i c k  w a l l s .  The s i l l  p l a t e s  e x t e n d  

beyond t h e  east and  w e s t  w a l l s  t o  a l l o w  f o r  two a d d i t i o n a l  p a i r s  

o f  r a f t e r s .  The j o i s t s  and r a f t e r s  are n o t  connec ted .  The 

s h i n g l e  l a t h  and  s tar ter  and r i d g e  b o a r d s  a r e  s a s h  sawn, p o s i t i o n e d  

t o  r e c e i v e  23" s h i n g l e s  (Drawing 1 4 ) .  

Photograph  1 8  

P a r t i t i o n  Wall S t u d  Connec t ion  t o  C e i l i n g  J o i s t  Above 
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T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  a t t i c  
j o i s t  and r a f t e r  f raming.  

Drawing 12  
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Drawing 13 
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. .A. S h i n g l e  Roof 

6. - S t a r t e r  Boards 
C. Lath @ 7+11 O . C .  

T h i s  p l a n  shows t h e  Roof Cons t ruc t ion  

Drawing 14 



11. O r i g i n a l  F a b r i c  of t h e  P r i v y  and t h e  Following Phases  of 
A l t e r a t  i o n s  

The p r i v y  h a s  gone th rough  t h r e e  major changes s i n c e  i ts  

o r i g i n a l  e r e c t i o n .  The p h y s i c a l  f a b r i c  and t h e  S t e n t o n  Mansion 

H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Report s u g g e s t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  of each 

of t h e s e  inc rements  and p l a c e s  them i n  a  r e l a t i v e  t i m e  frame. 

Both t h e  p i t  and above g r a d e  b u i l d i n g  s h e l l  show e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  technology.  The m i l l i n g  and n a i l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  imply 

t h a t  i n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  n o r t h  w a l l  br ickwork i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  a  doorway was f i r s t  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  w a l l .  T h i s  

l o c a t i o n  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i t i o n  

w a l l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  door  was a  p a r t  of t h e  f i rst  p l a n ,  

and t h e  p a r t i t i o n  an element of t h e  second. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  must have r e q u i r e d  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  n o r t h  

door f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  e a s t  chamber, and a  new window a d j a c e n t  t o  

i t  t o  p r o v i d e  l i g h t  and a i r  t o  t h e  west room. The second l a y e r  

of tongue and groove f l o o r i n g  o v e r l a p s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a  manner 

i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  bench was e l i m i n a t e d  from t h e  s m a l l e r  compart- 

ment i n  a  t h i r d  phase .  In  t h e  f i n a l  change t h e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p i t  

was comple te ly  s e a l e d  o f f  and plywood was l a i d  over  t h e  f l o o r  of 

t h e  w e s t  compartment. 

The f o l l o w i n g  f o u r  s e c t i o n s  d e s c r i b e  i n  some d e t a i l  t h e  

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of t h e  p r i v y  i n  each of i t s  f o u r  c o n d i t i o n s .  



The F i r s t  Increment (Drawing 1 5 )  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p i t  and a r t i f a c t s  found d u r i n g  t h e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  p i t  was dug p r i o r  

t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The s a s h  sawn formwork of t h e  p i t  and 

hewn-beam cou ld  d a t e  t o  e a r l y  o r  l a t e  1700s.  A l l  of t h e  p r i v y ' s  

f raming members i n  t h e  f l o o r  and a t t i c  a r e  s a s h  sawn. The n a i l s  

found i n  t h e  f raming a r e  a l s o  of t y p e s  t h a t  were being produced 

i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The n a i l s  found i n  t h e  above g rade  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  were t y p i c a l l y  manufactured and used i n  t h e  l a t e  

e i g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The S ten ton  Mansion 

H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Report d a t e s  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of t h e  w a l l s  u s i n g  

t h e  e a r l y  founda t ion  t o  post-1771 i f  a  b u i l d i n g  f o u n d a t i o n ;  and 

i f  a garden w a l l  t o  post-1784. Because t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r i v y  s h e l l  

was b u i l t  on t o p  of t h e  o l d  founda t ion  w e  can be s u r e  t h a t  t h e  

above g rade  s h e l t e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  1784. Although no sub- 

s t a n t i a l  ev idence  p roves  t h a t  t h e  p i t  was no t  dug b e f o r e  t h a t  

f o r  an e a r l i e r  l i g h t  frame s h e l t e r  w i t h i n  an e x i s t i n g  w a l l  enclo-  

s u r e ,  no remaining t r a c e s  of a  f i r s t  s h e l t e r  remain. T h i s  is  

c o n t r a r y  t o  what one would expect  when r e b u i l d i n g  a  s t r u c t u r e  of 

v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same s i z e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a -  

t i o n  has  d i s c o v e r e d  what is  assumed t o  be  an e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  p r i v y  i n  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  ( s e e  Drawing 4 ) ,  which would have 

a t  l e a s t  provided t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  50 o r  60 y e a r s .  

The p resence  of  an  o r i g i n a l  p r i v y  w i t h  a  s i z e a b l e  v a u l t  would e l i -  

minate  t h e  need f o r  a n o t h e r  outhouse  probably  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  

1700s.  In  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of founda t ion  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  we found t h e  
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THE FIRST INCREMENT 

I n i t i a l  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  p r i v y  
b a s e d  on t h e  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  
found  . 

Drawing 1 5  



p r i v y ' s  wa te r  t a b l e  t o  rest on s o i l  a t  approximate ly  t h e  same 

e l e v a t i o n  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p i a z z a  founda t ion  which t h e  Mansion 's  H i s -  

t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  r e p o r t  d a t e s  t o  around 1800. 

I t  makes r e a s o n a b l e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p r i v y  was 

c o n s t r u c t e d  around t h e  1800s w i t h  t h e  p i a z z a ,  a f t e r  whatever 

e a s t e r n  dependency and i ts  a s s o c i a t e d  p r i v y  had been demolished. 

I t  would have moved t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  main house where 

i t  was needed and t a k e  on t h e  d e s i r a b l y  inconspicuous  p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  landscape .  

The p r i v y  i n  p l a n  i n  t h i s  increment  would have appeared 

wi thou t  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  and w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  n o r t h  door a s  i n  

Drawing 15. The f i r s t  l a y e r  of  f l o o r i n g  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

t h e  p l a s t e r  and baseboards  i n d i c a t e  a  bench was a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  

s o u t h  w a l l .  Apparent ly  t h e  w a l l s  were l e f t  u n f i n i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t i t i o n  w a l l .  No t r a c e s  were found of 

whitewash o r  p l a s t e r  on t h e  b r i c k  behind t h e  s t u d s .  I f  indeed 

t h e  g a b l e s  were open f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  i t  would have been necessa ry  

t o  l e a v e  t h e  c e i l i n g  open t o  t h e  g a b l e s .  

The r e s u l t i n g  e n t r y  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t -  

i n g .  T h i s  p l a n  does  n o t  a l l o w  f o r  an i n t e r i o r  s u b d i v i s i o n  of t h e  

s p a c e ,  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a c c e s s  from two s i d e s  was a  s o l u t i o n  

t o  a  c i r c u l a t i o n  c o n d i t i o n  produced by an e x t e r i o r  b a r r i e r  

between t h e  two openings .  The e x i s t i n g  garden w a l l  was added 

l a t e r ,  b u t t i n g  t h e  southwest  c o r n e r  of t h e  p r i v y  (Photograph 1 9 ) .  

The d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  unusual  n o r t h  and e a s t  founda t ion  w a l l s  

and t h e  u s e  of t h e  more formal  Flemish bond on t h e  s o u t h  

and w e s t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  v i s u a l i z i n g  t h e  absence  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  



Pho tog raph  1 9  

Southwest  Corne r  Connec t ion  t o  
E x i s t i n g  Garden Wall  Showing 
B u t t  J o i n t  

garden  w a l l ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  i nc remen t  t h e  p r i v y  

was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  of  t h e  e a s t  y a r d  of  t h e  main house .  

M r s .  L inn  P .  Brown, an a u t h o r  who h a s  e x t e n s i v e l y  s t u d i e d  p r i v i e s ,  

s u g g e s t s  t h i s  c o r n e r  l o c a t  i o n  w i t h  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n s  a d j a c e n t  w a s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  The e v i d e n c e  of  a  p o s t  p o s s i b l y  b u t t i n g  t h e  n o r t h -  

west  c o r n e r  ( d e s c r i b e d  i n  P a r t  11, Photograph  6 )  s u g g e s t s  t h e  t y p e  

of  f e n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  p r o b a b l y  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  two e n t r i e s .  I f  

t h e  f e n c e  d i d  c o n t i n u e  from t h i s  c o r n e r  toward  t h e  main house  

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n ,  i t s  a l ignmen t  would have c o r r e s -  

ponded w i t h  t h e  p o s t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  p i a z z a  roof  (Draw- 

i n g  6 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  f i r s t  s e t  o f  columns would have  been s e t  i n  

toward t h e  house  f rom t h e  e x i s t i n g  b r i c k  co lumns) .  
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The Second Increment (Drawing 1 6 )  

The p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  was added and t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  door was 

changed between 1830 and 1850. Although t h e  s t u d s  i n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  

w a l l  frame are s a s h  sawn, t h e  l a t h  i s  a  m i x t u r e  of s a s h  and c i r -  

c u l a r  smal l  sweep sawn members. (The c i r c u l a r  saw technology was 

implemented i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  c u t  

smal l  lumber.  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  mid-century t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  

c i r c u l a r  saw was used t o  c u t  t i m b e r s . )  

The p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  was b u i l t  around t h e  bench. With t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of t h e  p r i v y  came t h e  p l a s t e r i n g  of a l l  i n t e r i o r  w a l l  and 

c e i l i n g  s u r f a c e s .  The baseboards  were added a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  w e l l .  

C los ing  o f f  t h e  c e i l i n g  would c o n s e q u e n t i a l l y  have d e s t r o y e d  t h e  

n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  system. The brickwork d u r i n g  t h i s  phase  must 

have been con t inued  i n  a  s i n g l e  b r i c k  t h i c k n e s s  t o  t h e  peak.  

The a l t e r a t i o n s  of  t h i s  increment  c r e a t e d  two p r i v y  chambers. 

The double a c c e s s  was p rese rved  i n  t h i s  c a s e  because of an i n t e r i o r  

b a r r i e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  e x t e r i o r .  The compar tmenta l i za t ion  would have 

s e r v e d  t o  c r e a t e  more p r i v a c y ,  s e p a r a t e  t h e  s e x e s ,  o r  d e l i n e a t e  i n  

some o t h e r  way between t h e  u s e r s .  The door and room c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

no longer  conf i rms  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of an e x t e r i o r  b a r r i e r .  We know 

from an 1861 photograph t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  garden mal l  had been 

b u i l t  by  t h e n ,  p robab ly  a s  p a r t  of t h i s  second increment .  

A 1907 Cope and Stewardson p l a n  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

a t  S ten ton  conf i rms  o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  p r i v y ' s  l a y o u t  i n  

t h i s  phase  (Drawing 1 7 ) .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  conf i rming o u r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

t h i s  r e c o r d  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  was r e t a i n e d  i n t o  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  



STENTON P R ~ V Y  

-€'LAN s t  a L : Y+"o 1 ' - U "  

THE SECOND INCREMENT 

The f rame p a r t i t i o n  w a l l ,  b u i l t  
a round  t h e  bench and t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p r i v y  p l a n  i n t o  two rooms. 

Drawing 16 



Drawing 17 Cope and  S tewardson  P l a n  - 1907 
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Thi rd  Increment (Drawing 1 8 )  

The t h i r d  p l a n  v a r i e s  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  from t h e  second. I n  

t h i s  phase  t h e  e a s t  chamber was t u r n e d  i n t o  a  s t o r a g e  room. We 

know t h a t  t h i s  room no l o n g e r  s e r v e d  a s  a  p r i v y  because t h e  e x i s t -  

i n g  1" x 3" tongue and groove f l o o r i n g  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  

over  t h e  a r e a  which had been under t h e  bench. 

We know from t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  Dames t h a t  t o i l e t  

f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  n o t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  w e s t  wing u n t i l  1925 and 

no t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  c a r e t a k e r ' s  q u a r t e r s  u n t i l  1931. There is  

mention of a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  outhouse  i n  1921. Though t h e  d a t a b l e  

p h y s i c a l  ev idence  is  minimal i n  t h e s e  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  t h e  d i m i n i s h i n g  

need f o r  t h e  p r i v y  l o g i c a l l y  co r responds  w i t h  i ts  change i n  use .  

The 1921 a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  p robab ly  t h i s  t h i r d  increment .  The 

main chamber, w i t h  i ts more d i r e c t  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  main house,  

would have been t h e  r a t i o n a l  p r i v y  room t o  have provided t h e  y e t  

needed f a c i l i t i e s .  

Four th  Increment 

The plywood f l o o r i n g  i n  t h e  w e s t  chamber must have been l a i d  

a f t e r  t h e  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  were in t roduced  i n  t h e  west wing. 

Plywood technology was developed b e f o r e  t h e  second World War and 

t h e r e f o r e  c o u l d  have been p u t  i n  any t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  modern 

plumbing was i n s t a l l e d .  
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E l i m i n a t i o n  of  bench i n  w e s t  compartment 



111. Conclus ions  

Understanding t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r i v y  

f a b r i c  and i ts  subsequent  phases  of a l t e r a t i o n  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of an e a s t e r n  dependency and g i v e s  u s  a d d i t i o n a l  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  Logans. We can a l s o  

r e c o g n i z e  through t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  r a t h e r  u n h i b i t e d  u s e  of 

t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r i v y  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  more c l a s s -  

consc ious  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a .  

The p h y s i c a l  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  

was o r i g i n a l l y  des igned  t o  s e r v e  bo th  t h e  main house and t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  n o r t h  of t h e  p r i v y .  Photograph 

20 shows t h e  formal  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p r i v y  and i ts west door i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  of t h e  main house and k i t c h e n  wing. 

Photograph 20  

View of t h e  P r i v y  a c r o s s  
t h e  P i a z z a  from t h e  West 



The Flemish bond b r i c k  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t  w a l l s  

does  emphasize t h e  i n i t i a l  importance p l a c e d  on t h e  yard  i n  t h e  

fo reground ,  and t h e  v iew of t h e  p r i v y  from t h i s  yard  and t h e  

main house. The west e n t r y  was used by t h e  Logans and by 

v i s i t o r s .  The e a s t  main house s t a i r  would have provided a c c e s s  

from a l l  l e v e l s  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  door and o u t  t o  t h e  p r i v y .  In  

t h e  H i s t o r i c  S t r u c t u r e  Repor t ,  Reed Engle  mentions a  p r e v i o u s  

p a r t i t i o n  w a l l  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  t h a t  would have a t  one t ime  pro- 

v ided  p r i v a c y  f o r  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  from t h e  s m a l l  winding e a s t  

s t a i r  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  door  and beyond t o  t h e  outhouse .  The some- 

what p r i m i t i v e  v e n t i l a t i o n  system was a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  superseded 

by t h e  b e n e f i t  of  a  f i n i s h e d  i n t e r i o r  t h a t  cou ld  be kept  c l e a n .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  v a l u e  t h e  p r i v y  h a s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  

l i v i n g  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  Logan f a m i l y ,  w e  must a l s o  recogn ize  t h e  

v a l u e  t h i s  p r i v y  has  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of e a r l y  American neces-  

s a r i e s .  Outbu i ld ings  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  have  been u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

p o o r l y  documented i n  t h e  p a s t  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c r u c i a l  importance 

i n  unders tand ing  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

l i v i n g .  The r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  S ten ton  P r i v y  becomes, t h e r e f o r e ,  

no t  o n l y  impor tant  t o  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  Mansion bu t  a  

p o t e n t i a l  s t e p  towards  unders tand ing  t h e  domest ic  h i s t o r y  of 

P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a .  



I V .  Recornmendat i o n s  

The r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  P r i v y  a t  S ten ton  w i l l  be  r e l a t i v e l y  

inexpens ive ,  and w i l l  no t  a c h i e v e  t h e  g r a c i o u s  d i g n i t y  t h a t  has 

become a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of S t e n t o n  Mansion, b u t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

p e r i o d  s e l e c t e d  and i t s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t o r s  w i l l  be  a  key 

t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  g iven t o  t h e  Mansion. Because a  number of 

v a l u e  judgments must be  made b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  can be  decided 

upon, t h e  g o a l s  and o b j e c t i v e s  of  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

w i l l  be  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  p r i v y .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  judgments invo lve  

s e l e c t i n g  which of t h e  f o u r  inc rements  d e s c r i b e d  above should  be 

r e s t o r e d ,  and one must c o n s i d e r  b o t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of f u t u r e  

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  r e v e a l i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e a r l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

a  dependency t o  t h e  f i r s t  increment  of  t h e  p r i v y ,  o r  t h e  g a i n  of 

a  r i c h e r  and more i n t e r e s t i n g  s t a g e  of development i n  t h e  second 

increment .  

R e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  increment  would be  d ramat ic  i n  i t s  

s i m p l i c i t y ,  and would a s s i s t  i n  unders tand ing  an e a r l y  dependency 

i f  some t ime  i n  t h e  f u t i l r e  more is  known about i t .  I t  would be 

rough ly  contemporary w i t h  t h e  wood p o s t s  of t h e  p i a z z a  and t h e  

e a r l i e s t  s t a g e  of  t h e  k i t c h e n  wing and t h e  pump. Perhaps  most 

i m p o r t a n t ,  however, is t h a t  i t  would no t  i n h i b i t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  

of an e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l andscape  of ga rdens  and 

f e n c e s  and long- fo rgo t t en  f l o w e r s  which we can o n l y  imagine.  Some- 

day a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  wi th  g r e a t e r  knowledge and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  w i l l  

be a b l e  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  such van i shed  e c o l o g i e s  from s u b t l e  t r a c e s  

we cannot  s e e  a t  p r e s e n t .  



On t h e  o t h e r  hand, r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  increment  r e q u i r e s  

demol i t ion  of much h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c ;  t h e  p l a s t e r ,  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  and 

t h e  p r e s e n t  n o r t h  d o o r ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of  our  unders tand ing  of some- 

what t enuous  evidence .  We have good reason  t o  b e l i e v e ,  f o r  example, 

t h a t  t h e  upper  p a r t  of t h e  b r i c k  g a b l e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  

increment ,  b u t  whether  t h e  h o l e s  were f i l l e d  w i t h  l o u v r e s  o r  w e r e  

sc reened  by wood t r i m  under  a  p r o j e c t i n g  roof  a s  sugges ted  above 

t h e r e  is no way t o  t e l l .  The p a r t i t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  most i n t e r e s t i n g  

a s  evidence  of  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  modesty o r  c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  and 

i ts  r e t e n t i o n  would a l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p i t  and v a u l t i n g  th rough  

t h e  e a s t e r n  room, w h i l e  t h e  wes te rn  room cou ld  show t h e  n e a t l y  

p l a s t e r e d  room and p a i n t e d  s e a t  of  t h e  second increment .  The e x i s t -  

i n g  b r i c k  garden w a l l  was unques t ionab ly  added long  a f t e r  t h e  p r i v y  

was b u i l t ,  and forms a  s e n s e l e s s  i n t r u s i o n  i n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 

t h e  f i r s t  inc rement ,  bu t  u n t i l  more i s  unders tood about  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  lawn, t h e  w a l l  shou ld  n o t  be removed. 

So t h e  c h o i c e  of r e s t o r a t i o n  p e r i o d  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  m a t t e r  

of p o l i c y .  I f  t h e  p i a z z a  w i l l  have i t s  b r i c k  p i e r s  removed and 

t h e  h i p  roof  r e s t o r e d ;  i f  an on-going a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  of t h e  

e a s t  lawn is a n t i c i p a t e d ,  and t h e  emphasis w i l l  be on William 

Logan and George ' s  farm, then  t h e  f i r s t  increment  can be under taken.  

I t  w i l l  be  more c o s t l y  than  t h e  l a t e r  phase ,  b u t  i f  adequate  

r e c o r d s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  a r e  made, i n  drawings and photo- 

g raphs ,  t h e  removal of t h e  p a r t i t i o n  can be j u s t i f i e d .  I f  emphasis 

w i l l  be p l a c e d  on Deborah Logan, and i t  w i l l  be ha rd  t o  i g n o r e  h e r ,  

t h e n  t h e  s imple  r e p a i r  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be a p p r o p r i a t e .  

Access t o  t h e  p i t  and v a u l t  would add g r e a t l y  t o  i t s  i n t e r e s t .  
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MC3TAR ANALYSIS DATA J O B 0  

Sample Number: #2 

Mater ia l  : Stone Foundation Wall Bedding Mortar Found under Pr ivy Foundation 

Locat ion  : ~ o r t h w e s t  Corner 

I. % COMPOSITION 
BY WEIGHT- 

CLAY 20 

I 
SAND 50 

03 
I LIME 30 

% by Volume 

x 6 = 120 3 

x l  = 50 1 

x 1 . 5  = 45 1 

11. % RETAINED 99 

# l o  SIEVE (2.00 MM) 5 .7  

#20 SIEVE (0.84 MM) 8 . 5  

#60 SIEVE (0.250 MM) 53.8 

Retained (Pan) 



MCJTAR ANALYSIS DATA JOB STENTON PRIVY 

Sample Number: #3 

Mate r i a l  : Stone Foundation Pr ivy South Wall 

Locat ion : ~ d j a c e n t  t o  Northwest Subsurf ace Foundat ion Wall 

I. % COMPOSITION 
BY WEIGHT 

CLAY 14.5 

SAND 56.4 

I 
rp LIME 29 
(0 
I 

11. % RETAINED 

1 0  SIEVE (2.00 MM) 

#20 SIEVE (0.84 MM) 

#60 SIEVE (0.250 MM) 

Retained (Pan) 

% by Volume 

x 6  = 87 2 

x l  = 56.4 l&. 

x 1 . 5  = 43.5 1 



Mc3TAR ANALYSIS DATA 

Sample Number: #4 

Material : Brick Pointing Sample 

Location : upper West Gable 

I .  % COMPOSITION 
BY WE I GHT 

CLAY 9 . 2  

SAND 71.6 
I 
Cn 
0 LIME 19 .2  

11.  % RETAINED 

#lo SIEVE (2 .00  MM) 

#20 SIEVE ( 0 . 8 4  MM) 

#60 SIEVE ( 0 . 2 5 0  MM) 

Retained (Pan) 

% by Volume 

x 6  = 55 2 

x 1 = 71.6 33 

x 1 . 5 =  28.8 1 





MC ATAR ANALYS I S  DATA JOB STENTON PRIVY 

S a m p l e  Number: #6 

Material  : Brick P i t  o f  Arch Mortar 

L o c a t  ion : Under Floor of  Privy  above Hewn Beam 

I .  % COMPOSITION 
BY WE I GHT % by Volume 

CLAY 5 . 5 4  x 6  = 33.24 1 

SAND 7 2 . 8  
I 
cn 
N LIME 2 1 . 6  
I 

11. % RETAINED 99 .8  

# l o  SIEVE (2.00 MM) 6 

#20 SIEVE (0.84 MM) 1 3 . 7  

#60 SIEVE (0.250 MM) 6 8 . 1  

Retained (Pan) 12 



APPENDIX I1 

PAINT ANALYSIS 



PAINT ANALYSIS STENTON PRIVY 

INTERIOR 

I n t e r i o r  South P l a s t e r  Wall ,  West Compartment - 
P l a s t e r  Base 

Peach 

White 

Gray-green 

Gray-green 

White 

Gray 

Light  Gray 

I n t e r i o r  Eas t  P l a s t e r  Wall ,  E a s t  Compartment 

F & H  
P l a s t e r  Base . 

Peach 

White 

Gray-green 

Gray-green 

White 

Yellow 

White 

L igh t  O l i v e  

Light  Brown 



PAINT ANALYSIS STENTON PRIVY 

INTERIOR 

I n t e r i o r  Door Color  (Eas t  Compartment) 

F & H  

White 2241 W 

Yellow 2318 M 

White 2241 W 

Yellow-brown 2378 M 

Brown 2250 A 

Dark Brown 2545 A 

I n t e r i o r  West Window Frame 

White 

White 

Tan 

White 

Brown 

Dark Brown 



PAINT ANALYSIS STENTON PRIVY 

EXTERIOR 

E x t e r i o r  West Window Frame 

D a r k  Brown P r i m e  

L i g h t  Ye l low 

01 ive  

Tan 

Brown-green 

Gray-green  

L i g h t  Brown 

D a r k  O l i v e  

Tan 

W h i t e  

W h i t e  

W h i t e  

G a b l e  Tr im 

Dark O l i v e  

Tan 

W h i t e  

W h i t e  

W h i t e  


