
Mammy Memorials: A Reading List 

Compiled by Abigail Gruber, fall 2019 

 

Blight, David. Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory. Cambridge: Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press, 2001.  

Boulukos, George. The Grateful Slave: The Emergence of Race in Eighteenth-Century British 
and American Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008. 

Clinton, Catherine. The Plantation Mistress: Woman’s World in the Old South. New York: 
Pantheon Books, 1982. 

Cooper, James F., Jr. “Cuffee's “Relation”: A Faithful Slave Speaks through the Project for the 
Preservation of Congregational Church Records.” The New England Quarterly 86, no. 2 
(June 2013): 293-310. (Not really about memorialization, but included for the use of the 
term in 2013..?) 

Cox, Karen L. Dixie’s Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the 
Preservation of Confederate Culture. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. 

Fox-Genovese, Elizabeth. Within the Plantation Household: Black and White Women of the Old 
South. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988. 

Gardner, Sarah E. Blood and Irony: Southern White Women’s Narratives of the Civil War, 1861–
1937. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.  

Gilmore, Glenda. Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North 
Carolina, 1896–1920. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 

Glazier, Jack. Been Coming Through Some Hard Times: Race, History, and Memory in Western 
Kentucky. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2015. 

Goings, Kenneth W. Mammy and Uncle Mose: Black Collectibles and American Stereotyping. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994. 

Harris, Michael D. Colored Pictures: Race and Visual Representation. Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 2003. 

Harris, Trudier. From Mammies to Militants: Domestics in Black American Literature. 
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1982.  

Haug, Kate. “Myth and Matriarchy: An Analysis of the Mammy Stereotype.” In Dirt and 
Domesticity: Constructions of the Feminine. New York: Whitney Museum of American 
Art, 1992, 38–56. 

Hoefer, Anthony Dyer. “Quarantining Blackness, Writing Whiteness: The Literary and 
Memorial Geographies of Sullivan's Island, South Carolina.” South Atlantic Review 82, 
no. 2 (Summer 2017): 36-58. 

Holt, Thomas C. “Marking: Race, Race-Making, and the Writing of History,” American 
Historical Review 100 (February 1995): 1–20.  



Hudson, Lynn M. The Making of “Mammy Pleasant”: A Black Entrepreneur in Nineteenth-
Century San Francisco. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 

Jewell, K. Sue. From Mammy to Miss America: Cultural Images and the Shaping of U.S. Social 
Policy. New York: Routledge, 1993. 

Johnson, E. Patrick. Appropriating Blackness: Performance and the Politics of Authenticity. 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2003.  

Johnson, Joan Marie. “‘Ye Gave Them a Stone’: African-American Women’s Clubs, the 
Frederick Douglass Home, and the Black Mammy Monument,” Journal of Women’s 
History 17, no. 1 (Spring 2005): 62-86. 

Levin, Kevin M. “The Pernicious Myth of the ‘Loyal Slave’ Lives on in Confederate 
Memorials.” Smithsonian Mag, 17 August 2017, 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/pernicious-myth-loyal-slave-lives-confederate-
memorials-180964546/. 

McElya, Micki. Clinging to Mammy: The Faithful Slave in Twentieth-Century America. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2007. 

McElya, Micki. “Commemorating the Color Line: The National Mammy Monument 
Controversy of the 1920s.” In Monuments to the Lost Cause: Women, Art, and the 
Landscapes of Southern Memory, edited by Cynthia Mills and Pamela H. Simpson. 
Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2003. 

Morgan, Jo Ann. “Mammy the Huckster: Selling the Old South for a New Century.” American 
Art 9, no. 1 (Spring 1995): 87–109.  

Morton, Patricia. Disfigured Images: The Historical Assault on Afro-American Women. 
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1991. 

Painter, Nell Irvin. Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 
1619 to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.  

Parkhurst, Jessie W. “The Role of the Black Mammy in the Plantation Household,” Journal of 
Negro History 23 (1936): 349. 

Patton, June O. “Moonlight and Magnolias in Southern Education: The Black Mammy Memorial 
Institute,” Journal of Negro History 65, no. 2 (Spring 1980): 149–155. 

Reiss, Benjamin. The Showman and the Slave: Race, Death, and Memory in Barnum’s America. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001. (*Contains a case study of a black woman 
portrayed as Gen. Washington’s nurse) 

Rose, Willie Lee. “The Domestication of Domestic Slavery.” In Slavery and Freedom, edited by 
William H. Freehling. New York: Oxford University Press, 1982, 18–36.  

Savage, Kirk. Standing Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War, and Monument in Nineteenth-
Century America. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997. 

Shackel, Paul A. “Heyward Shepherd: The Faithful Slave Memorial.” Historical Archaeology 
37, no. 3 (September 2003): 138-148. 



Thurber, Cheryl. “The Development of the Mammy Image and Mythology.” In Southern 
Women: Histories and Identities, edited by Virginia Bernhard, Betty Brandon, Elizabeth 
Fox-Genovese, and Theda Purdue. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1992, 87–
108. 

Turner, Patricia A. Ceramic Uncles and Celluloid Mammies: Black Images and Their Influences 
on Culture. New York: Doubleday, 1994.  

Wallace-Sanders, Kimberly. Mammy: A Century of Race, Gender, and Southern Memory. Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008. 

Wallace-Sanders, Kimberly, ed. Skin Deep, Spirit Strong: The Black Female Body in American 
Culture. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2002. 

White, Deborah Gray. Ar’n’t I a Woman? Female Slaves in the Plantation South. New York: W. 
W. Norton & Company, 1985.  

Williams, Linda. Playing the Race Card: Melodramas of Black and White from Uncle Tom to O. 
J. Simpson. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001.  

Winsboro, Irvin. “The Confederate Monument Movement as a Policy Dilemma for Resource 
Managers of Parks, Cultural Sites, and Protected Places: Florida as a Case Study.” The 
George Wright Forum 33, no. 2 (2016): 217-229. 


