Welcome to Stenton’s
Virtual Garden Party




The Dames & Stenton
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The NSCDA/PA became the
steward of Stenton in 1899

L =
5 -
s, 8 -
A -
VR ;"
5T 3 (4 Ero v
PR s

fis Taged}
o ) i "
i FRREE Y ED B
; |
P N O MR T

In 1909, the NSCDA/PA formed a
garden committee and appointed
Logan descendant Letitia Ellicott
Carpenter Wright (top right) as
Chairman.

In 1911, landscape architect John
Caspar Wister (bottom right)
completed an overall plan for the
Stenton grounds. It included
driveways and pathways, a
“colonial” garden composed of
rectilinear beds, and an extensive
border of trees and shrubs around
the perimeter of the site.
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@plonial Garden at Stenton
Pescribed in ®ln Letters
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Letitia Wright's Research & John Caspar Wister’s Plan




The Stenton Garden Committee,

Letitia Wright & John Caspar Wister
From the Scrapbook, 191 |




The Stenton Garden Committee, s

Letitia Wright & John Caspar Wister -~ CRIMSON -
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Letitia Wright FC@X@Wa | [] [ PINIE
Hand-sketched Plan 4-12-1911 . .

Plants and notes indicated around perimeter
border, clock-wise starting at entry path:
Crimson to salmon

Pink and white to blues

Blue, whites, pale yellow to yellow
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Letitia Wright Color Scheme for the Colonial Revival Garden at Stenton, annotated by LDCP




Pages from Letitia Wright's Stenton Garden Scrapbook, 1910-1913



Order No.

Terms: CASH
Make all Remittances Payable to

ANDORRA INURSERIES

- WM. WARNER HARPER, Proprietor

CHESTNUT HILL, PHILADELPHIA

Record No.

27898
Billed

MAY 31 1912

RHODODENDRONS,

ANDORRA INURSERIES

l Growers of Specimen Ornamentals I

TREES, SHRUBS and VINES
WOOD ASHES

Sold tO Mrs. Wm. Redwood Wright,
Logan
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4/8/12

Ordered by
wr.Jdohn C.Wister.

Wagon to Stenton House.

Aesculus
Chionanthus
Crataegus cordata
" Cruse-Galli
¢ Gleditschia triacanthos
Halesia
Hamamelie
vLiquidambax
‘Hagnclis Stellata
Oxydendrum arboreum
Pinue strobus
Lombardy Poplars
Ptelias trifoliata
Aesculus parviflora
Amorpha frutioccsa
Aralia spincsa
Azalea lutea
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Pages from Letitia Wright’s Stenton Garden Scrapbook, 1910-1913
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8/10 ft 5.20
2/3 ft .96
3/4 1t 5.00




Images from Letitia Wright's Stenton
Garden Scrapbook, 1910-1913



The Garden Club of America at Stenton

The first annual meeting was
held at Stenton on May 1, 1913.

Mrs. Wm. Redwood Wright and
Mrs. J. Willis Martin prefent their

4

Compliments to L{0 G
and requeft thc Favour of .
Company to Breakfaft at Stenton on
May Day at Noontide to meet the
Reprefentatives of the Affiliated
Garden Clubs of America.

Lngln %ﬁgl Pmuﬁ:

e e kit < e ey - SR

Tl




Lantern slide, hand-
colored, from the
Garden Club of
America collection
at the Smithsonian,
c. 1914-1949.
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1912 As-built 1922 Existing
(L.W. Scrapbook Photos) (T-Square)
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1986 Existing 1688-8¢ 2012 Existing Conditions
(Bzll 8 Johnson) After Boxwood Transplanting (2012 Survey:. LOCP)
(Ball & Johnson)




2009
Pre-“Rejuvenation” of Letitia Wright’s color scheme




2010
en & Grounds In bloom




Outer parterres: Low-maintenance,
native & historically significant plants

Historic hoxwood plants pruned for balance and structure;
new plants added to complete hedge

Perimeter path (1912 plan) restored

Wood bed edging to be replaced

)

Axial entrances restored

i

Interior parterres: Letitia Wright's "rainbow" color scheme;
historically significant plants

MNew boxwood propagated from historic plants
in location of original hedge

The Colonial Revival Garden - Into the Next Century

The restoration willtakea conservative approach that recognizes the historical scale and configuration
of the garden while also preserving significant boxwoods in situ and planning for a realistic level of
maintenance.

The existing, mature and healthy boxwood plants will remain in place. These boxwoods will be
pruned over a period of years to improve their structure and to establish the geometry of the garden.
Other boxwood plants on the property—specifically those at the end of the lawn terrace—will be
transplanted fo fill the gaps.

Most of the existing herbaceous plants will be preserved and incorporated into the new garden.
The outer beds—outside of the boxwoods—will be planted with lower mainténance groundcovers,
including perhaps native plants that are horticulturally suited.

The path surface will remain as gravel. Provision will be made for appropriate irrgation.






This year in bloom
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