
DINAH
(c. 1728 - c. 1803)

The Heroine and the Woman



Dinah the Woman
(archival sources)



“And I do hereby give further unto my said Wife 
[Hannah Emlen Logan] as her own property the 
negroe Woman Dinah and her Grand Child 
Cyrus, having already set her Daughter Bess 
free and desire they may not be dunned or valued 
as part of my Estate my said Wife’s Father 
George Emlen deceas’d having given Dinah to her 
in his Life time.”

William Logan, Will, 1772.  

From William Logan’s Will, we learn:
• Dinah belonged to Hannah Emlen and was part of her dowry property.
• Dinah had a grandson, Cyrus.
• Dinah had a daughter, Bess (already free).



March 25, 1757
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Records (1757-1762)
Quaker Collection, Haverford College Library

Prior to 1755, the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting stipulated that Friends who 
imported or purchased imported enslaved Africans should be admonished. 

From 1755–1776, the Quakers worked at freeing slaves and became the 
first Western organization to ban slaveholding.  So when William and 
Hannah Logan purchased Dinah’s husband in 1757, the Overseers of the 
Monthly Meeting appointed William Brown and Daniel Stanton to investigate the 
Logan’s purchase of Dinah’s husband and advise them.



June 24, 1757
Explanation of Purchase

Interesting that the names of the 
enslaved are not recorded here.

Dinah’s husband was sold out of the 
Emlen family when George Emlen died.  
His purchaser wanted to sell him again 
due to his ill health.  He begged William 
and Hannah Logan to buy him so he 
could be with Dinah.

Dinah’s husband refused the offer of 
freedom because his poor health 
prevented his earning a viable living. 
“…he chose to live in his present 
Situation with his Wife.” 

The Logans were not disowned nor 
partially disowned by the Meeting 
because their purchase was in its own 
way a humanitarian act. 



In 1760, Hannah Logan noted among her 
expenses “a gown for Dinah” at 15 
shillings.

Given her position working in an elite 
household, Dinah was likely relatively 
well dressed.  

Wooden Servant Figure in a Gown
Shellwork Shadowbox Grotto, 1757

Philadelphia
Made by Anne Emlen, sister to 

Hannah Emlen Logan
Stenton Collection



“Release from Bondage,” Dinah’s Manumission, April 15, 1776
Haverford College Library, Quaker Collection 

• The Logans were “possessed” of Dinah since her 
childhood (age 12 and under).

• Dinah “requested” her freedom.

• Why is a line blacked out?



• Cyrus’ manumission December 14, 1776
• Interesting that it is a pre-printed form
• Hannah widowed at this point in time



As Executor to William Logan’s estate, 
his son-in-law, Thomas Fisher, 
recorded in August, 1777, “Negro 
Dinah was paid her wage in full --
£12.”

William Logan’s Estate, 1772-1783, p.30.  Historical Society of Penna.



Correspondence between Dr. George 
Logan and his wife Deborah Norris Logan 
discusses Dinah’s care for their children 
and refer to her as “good old Dinah.”  



DNL, Biographical Sketches of Dr. George Logan, recalling his return from 
France in 1798 and Dinah’s tears of joy on witnessing the event. Page 57.



The final reference to 
a living Dinah in 
Logan family papers 
seems to be that a 
letter from Deborah 
Norris Logan to her 
son Albanus dated 
February 3, 1803.  



The 1777 Saving of Stenton 
and 

the Evolution of Dinah’s Story





The first written 
version of the story 
appears in Deborah 
Norris Logan’s 1821-
22 manuscript 
sketch of Dr. George 
Logan. DNL refers to 
Dinah as “an old 
domestic” and an 
“old woman.” She 
does not use a name.



“It [Stenton] was used for a short time by 
General Howe, and at one time was preserved 
from intended conflagration by the British, 
by the adroit management of the house-
keeper then there, in charge of it.”

Annals of Philadelphia, Vol. II, 1844 [& 1850]

“Country Seats”



Dinah’s story continued to be published; however her name was 
not associated with the “Saving of Stenton” story until 1897 when 
Frank Willing Leach published it in his “Philadelphia’s 500.” 

1881 Townsend Ward, The Germantown Road and Its Associations. Part 
Second.

1889 Hotchkin, S. F., Ancient and Modern Germantown, Mount Airy, and 
Chestnut Hill, 24.

1897 Frank Willing Leach, “Philadelphia’s 500,” Philadelphia Press, Jan. 31.        
First association of Dinah’s name with the 1777 Saving of Stenton 
story.

1899  Memoir of Dr. George Logan of Stenton, Deborah Logan’s manuscript, 
published by HSP, edited by Fanny Armatt Logan. 



1907 Naaman Henry Keyser, History of Old Germantown, 144-145.

1953 Frederick B. Tolles, George Logan of Philadelphia, 44.

1982 Sarah A. G. Smith, “173? [reference to Dinah’s uncertain birthdate] 
Dinah and the Saving of Stenton: One of Philadelphia’s Most Beautiful 
Houses,” A Few Unsung Women: Colonial and Pioneer, The National 
Historical Activities Committee of The National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America, 95-99.

2001 Charles L. Blockson, African Americans in Pennsylvania, Above Ground 
and Underground, An Illustrated Guide, 24-25.



Townsend Ward,
GERMANTOWN ROAD 
AND ITS 
ASSOCIATIONS.1: 
PART SECOND. 
Townsend, Ward The 
Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History 
and Biography (1877-
1906); 1881; 5, 2; 
American Periodicals 
pg. 121

This version of the 
story is told in the 
third person. 



This Hotchkin version of Dinah’s story includes 
some dialog by the British Officer and draws 
emphasis to the notion that Dinah saved not only 
the house but its contents including “important 
manuscripts.”  Some of the Colonial Revival 
language noting that Dinah is “faithful” and 
“colored” appears here. Dinah’s burial place is 
unspecifically described as “the garden at Stenton.”



In 1907, Keyser used the language of the times, the wording that would find its 
way onto the 1912 bronze memorial.  The story is told in dialog with quotes.  



Advertisement for 
THE HOME Insurance 
Company

1952

Stenton Pamphlet Box
Germantown Historical 
Society Library

This ad suggests that 
Dinah’s story was still 
locally well known in the 
1950s.  If a house did not 
have a Dinah to save it, it 
needed “The Home 
Insurance Company.” 



Detail of the above relaying Dinah’s story and offering a 
caricatured version of the events as told by Deborah Norris 

Logan and ascribed to Dinah along the way. 







Dinah’s story as re-told by 
Sarah A. G. Smith, 
NSCDA/PA, 1982.  

The footnote suggests 
this version is a re-
telling of Frank Willing 
Leach’s 1897 
“Philadelphia’s 500” 
story, which uses dialect 
and additions such as 
“Auntie” and “Massa” to 
place the freed woman in 
charge of the house in a 
subservient position and 
in a nostalgic Colonial 
Revival context.  



2001







The 1912 Dinah Memorial 



Independent 
Gazette
Nov 4, 1910
Campbell Coll,
Vol 19, HSP

Planning for the 
Memorial to 
Dinah began in 
1910.



Survey of 
Stenton 
Park, 1918

The larger circle 
denotes the 
mansion, and the 
smaller indicates 
the location of the 
memorial plaque. 



The Dinah Memorial 
prior to being drilled 
with four holes for 
mounting on its granite 
base. GHS

December 6, 1912, an article 
in The Germantown 
Independent Gazette reported 
that the Memorial was ready 
to be set up.  



“I had a little nest full 
[of robins] myself, 
hatched out in the tree 
which overshadows 
good old Dinah’s 
grave and kept Becky [a 
cat] in with sedulous 
care while the little 
ones were learning to 
fly.”

Deborah Logan to 
Sarah Walker,
June 4, 1827
Loudoun Papers, HSP

Postcard, Stenton Collection.



1934



Crier, 1979

In the 1982 chapter, Sarah A.G. Smith noted that the “bronze plaque is now 
kept in the Stenton kitchen as it was being defaced by local children.”

Crier, 1979



Once the plaque was removed from its base, Parks and Rec used it as a water 
fountain stand.  The plaque currently hangs on this easel behind the house.



The granite base was removed from the site as part of the current renovations 
at the Stenton Park Rec Center between November, 2017 and February, 2018.



Dinah in our Time



Storyteller, Irma Gardner Hammond, Dinah Interpreter in Residence   



The Germantown Women Mural on the North side of the Germantown YWCA



Artists David McShane and Carla Forte used a photograph of Irma 
for Dinah’s likeness.



Ground Breaking Ceremony at Stenton Park celebrating the start of construction for 
new and improved recreation facilities. Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner Kathryn Ott Lovell, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, Senator Sharif 
Street, and community members participated in the ceremony.  June 14, 2017



Additional Secondary Sources:

Soderlund, Jean R.  Quakers and Slavery:  A Divided 
Spirit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985.


